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The Dialogue, Empathic Engagement & Peacebuilding (DEEP)
Network is a global and culturally diverse community of peace

activists and scholars driven by a vision of a peaceful and
ecologically regenerative world. Working collaboratively with

communities whose voices and life-ways have been
marginalized and who may experience an intersection of

multiple forms of discrimination, our projects and activities
focus on promoting diversity and intercultural understanding,

bridging divides, fostering empathy, empowering marginalized
voices, communities and groups, transforming conflict before it

escalates into protracted violence, and facilitating policy
innovation.
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DIRECTOR'S 
MESSAGE

BY: ALBERTO GOMES

 Then I visited the Thakar village which
reinforced my belief in the power of

kindness and radical generosity that the
people bestowed on me. The community
leader is a woman, a testimony that the

Thakar are indeed more progressive when it
comes to gender equality.  I was also

impressed with their ecologically
regenerative practices. There is much we
can learn from people like the Thakar and

other Adivasis and I am pleased to say that
we have several Adivasis who have joined

DEEP India. 
 

Our network continues to grow. Many more
little lamps (deep) are being lit in India,

Malaysia, Mozambique, and Columbia. In my
next update, I shall report more about the

progress of these nodes. Please enjoy
reading this newsletter and if you are not a
member of the DEEP Network, the doors of
our home (Casa DEEP) are always open to
you. I would like to express my enormous
gratitude to Priscyll Anctil Avoine for her

sterling effort in producing this newsletter. I
would also like to thank my fellow Global
Coordinating Circle members for assisting
Priscyll and to all the DEEP members who

have contributed items for this newsletter.  
 

Peace and love, Alberto

Greetings from Incredible India! In official
tourist promotional material, the word

'incredible' is used as an adjective for this
amazing country and I have indeed had an

incredible time here, not only meeting
wonderful people and visiting memorable

places, but also being involved in the building
of DEEP India with many new members from
Goa, Aurangabad and Delhi. The highlights of
my three week stay here is visiting the Ajanta

Caves and a Thakar Tribal village, both
relatively close to Aurangabad.The

mesmerizing Buddhist temples and statues
carved out of rock in the caves in Ajanta,
some dating to more than 2000 years ago

(200 BC to the 7th Century), spoke volumes
of the power of dialogue and peace among
sojourners across South Asia and even East
Asia who stayed at the caves with monks,

especially during the monsoon period.They
were the deepsters (the word "deep" means
small lamp or light in Hindi) of that time who

refused to permit hatred, bigotry, and
violence to dominate their lives and together
they shone their little lamps to illuminate the

darkness around them.

DEEP MEXICO
On May 9th, 2018, in Puebla (Mexico), PhD

Gloria María Abarca Obregón (DEEP México)
and PhD Said Bahajin (DEEP Morocco) gave a

lecture on “Peace Education: A Possible
Answer for action” at the Europe University in

Mexico.

PhD Gloria also delivered a talk entitled
"Peace Education Experiences in Mexico" at

a meeting of peace workers in Malinalco,
State of Mexico

BY: GLORIA ABARCA OBREGON



DEEP BALEARES

Dr Angeles Duran, together with her DEEP
Baleares team which includes Professors
Manuel Aguilera and Jaime Vázquez and
Rubén Capilla, Laura Casasnovas, Alberto
Cercós, Margalida Fullana and Pere Pons,

who have recently graduated in Journalism
and Audiovisual Communication, Dr Angeles

Duran is currently engaged in a project on
peace journalism. The Norwegian

philosopher, Professor Johan Galtung first
proposed the concept of peace journalism in

1965 (Galtung and Ruge 1965) which was
subsequently developed in the work by

Goldrick and Lynch (2000).  

Through peace journalism, DEEP Baleares
will work on raising awareness on the

values associated with communication for
peace based on three basic principles:

dialogue, participation and change. Peace
journalism is focused on giving voice to
groups which have been marginalized,
denouncing injustices and promoting

change. 

PEACE JOURNALISM

As a sub-node of DEEP Iberia,
DEEP Baleares is a team of
professors and students of

journalism. Its primary role is the
coordination of the

communication and media liaison
of the Global DEEP Network. 

 
La Palma, June 30 2018

As a sub-node of DEEP Iberia, DEEP Baleares
consists of professors and students in

Journalism and Communication at the Alberta
Giménez Higher Education Center (CESAG)  
It is coordinated by professor and journalist

Ángeles Durán, a member of the Global
Coordinating Circle (GCC). In 2017, Dr Durán

conducted a research visit to Australia and
during her stay in Melbourne she worked

with Dr Alberto Gomes, the Global Director
and Founder of the DEEP Network on

DEEP’s media strategy. Another member of
the GCC, Carlos Cordero Pedrosa is also

member of DEEP Baleares. POR: ÁNGELES DURÁN MAÑES



The co-directors (Lina, Wibke, Mirko and Marisol) held
 a meeting recently in Köln in order to look back at

what they had done so far and to rethink the strategy.
They updated the website, and changed their way of

working/ projecting themselves. Instead of saying
what they had done until now, from now on they will
"offer" themselves by showing the kind of activities
they are ready to carry out so that those interested

can contact them depending of the kind of
intervention they need. They want to focus on the two

fields they have already been working on: peace
education and intercultural dialogue. 

 
Peace education includes projects that they had been

doing individually in German schools outside of
Germany. There are distinct approaches, themes

(nutrition, gender violence, and so on) and formats
(workshops, teacher training, day project for the whole
school, concrete projects, etc.). Intercultural dialogue

consists in informal learning and cultural projects such
as Kevin Brenneman's nonviolent communication and

improvisation workshops, intercultural cooking
meetings, football games, social theater plays. 

 
Sabrina, who has a background in Bio-Tech and now
works in IT, has joined DEEP Germany. She has been

collaborating with several NGOs and will connect
DEEP Germany with these NGOs. 

 
DEEP Germany plans to organise one big annual

project to involve all its members. The rest of the time
the node will be a space for supporting and advising
their individual projects. DEEP Germany is working

with DEEP France to enhance regional collaboration.
They plan to meet soon to formulate joint

projects.They expect to have a meeting soon although
there is no date yet since they are busy with reworking

their own organization right now. 

BY: CARLOS CORDERO PEDROSA 

DEEP GERMANY

DEEP KENYA & 
INDONESIA

On May 16, Carla Chianese from DEEP Kenya met
members of the Yogyakarta DEEP node in Jakarta,

Indonesia.  
 

We shared experiences on how to counter hateful
narratives and mitigate conflict drivers related to
incitement to communal violence, hate speech,

intolerance and propaganda.  
 

We also exchanged ideas about how to enhance our
DEEP nodes which are in the early stages of

establishment. This meeting was a great opportunity
to connect with like-minded DEEP members from

across continents and build bonds.  
 

Indonesian and Kenyan DEEP members connect at the
Populi Center in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

BY: CARLA CHIANESE 



DEEP MOZAMBIQUE
Mozambique Node is in the process of

registering as a formal organisation. It has
submitted the statutes to the Ministry of Justice

and is hoping that the approval will be 
published in the bulletin of the republic within a
few weeks. The node is interested in working on
topics and projects such as education for peace,

peace and environment, resilience to violent
extremism, delivering lectures in schools and
communities on issues or strategies that can
make a positive change in the lives of local

communities. DEEP Mozambique intends to
work mainly with community-based

organizations (CBOs) on projects focused on
community dialogues, environmental awareness
and domestic violence. It is currently mapping

and identifying local partners to explore
collaboration in carrying out its activities

BY: LINO MACHAIEIE  

DEEPSTERS :.  PROFILES
MARISOL BOCK 
DEEP GERMANY

If we have a coffee for the first time, how would you
describe your peace engagement? 

I am a PhD student in Peace, Conflict and
Development Studies since end of 2016. In my
research I explore alternative livelihoods from a

feminist, transrational perspective. On the practical
level I facilitate peace education training for students

and teachers to complement education at schools.
Here I offer workshops  with different themes such as

sexual and gender-based violence prevention and
digital diet-ethics, among others. I do this as a part of
DEEP Germany, alone or together with colleagues. I
am a founding member and co-director of the DEEP

Germany node, which was officially registered in 2016
and has been a huge learning curve for us since then
and I am thankful for the trip so far. Recently I have
also become part of the Global Coordinating Circle,

where I will be in charge of following up on
communication with existing nodes and potential new

nodes in Europe. 

Why engaging with DEEP? 

After finishing my MA degree in peace studies at UJI
in Castellón where I met Alberto as a professor and
my supervisor and the founder of DEEP. It sounded
like the beginning of a movement that is absolutely

worth joining in its baby steps, so I went for it. For me
joining DEEP was the best way to keep engaged with

a newly found family of like-minded and yet so
diverse people. I am in love with the values, mission
and vision of DEEP and believe that any network is

strong because relations among its members are
authentic and empathetic and adaptable.  

DEEP is different from most other organizations
working for peace due to its bottom-up structure. This

makes it more real, more challenging and also more
beautiful. 

 
What’s really funny about yourself? 

 
Not sure this is funny but maybe not everyone knows

this: When I was a teenager I was sure that I would
become a professional classical trumpet player! 

 
Any cool project to propose for DEEP network? 

 
The coolest would be to create a kind of DEEP festival

which allows all members who are willing to join to
see each other in person, to share and spread their
knowledges in peace-building practice among the
network and with non-DEEP participants, in a way

that is fun and that happens in the most sustainable,
carbon-emission free and regenerative form possible. 

 



DEEPSTERS :.  PROFILES
IDHAM BADRUZAMAN 
DEEP YOGYAKARTA

If we have a coffee for the first time, how would you
describe your peace engagement? 

My peace engagement started from my family.
 Just like many other families, my family

introduced peace values. My parents always 
gave me examples to take peaceful ways anytime 

conflict arose. However, many new awareness 
was introduced later when I studied peace, 

conflict and development studies at Universitat 
Jaume I, Spain as the program taught me even 

more. 

Why engaging with DEEP? 

When I was in the university, I felt like being 
supported and encouraged to promote peace. I 

knew that I was surrounded by a group of people 
who are in the spirit (to support peace). Later 

when I graduated, I missed this bubble of peace, I 
started feeling discouraged outside this 

bubble when promoting peace. I realized that I 
need to find the bigger bubble to keep this spirit 

of peace, and I think DEEP is the right place to be, 
at least for me. 

What’s really funny about yourself? 

I tend to say ‘YES’ to many things but I don’t find
myself enough to those ‘YESes’ in the end. 

  
Any cool project to propose for DEEP network? 

I would suggest having a gathering among all
registered members of DEEP. We see that many
of our members were able to meet in a certain

place. I think it would be nice to have 
these meetings recorded on the DEEP website

and perhaps on what was discussed in relation to
peace. I know it would be very difficult to have

gathering for all members, but at least occasional
gatherings would be very useful for our network. 

Anything else you would like to share with other
DEEP members? 

I just want to say that not everyone is lucky
enough to have many awareness like we do, I am
lucky to be among these people and among all of
you. Hopefully, we will find ways to spread this 

awareness to more people out here. 



DEEPSTERS :.  PROFILES
MIRKO MURAD SBEIH 
DEEP GERMAMY

If we have a coffee for the first time, how would you
describe your peace engagement? 

 
Since I found out that it is possible to study peace, and 

since my Master of Peace from 2013-2015 in 
Castellon, I consider peace as the most important field 
within this world and in my personal life. As difficult as 
it might sometimes feel for me, I just find it so valuable 

to contribute to a transformation towards more 
peaceful structures and states of being. In my 

profession I currently work as a legal guardian for 
Migrants in Action, which provide representation and 

guidance for individuals that are not sufficiently 
capable of representing themselves. This means acting 

and speaking for those that are suffering within the 
system but cannot speak for themselves. 

 
Why engaging with DEEP? 

 
To transform harmful structures in the first place, I see 

peace education as one of the most needed 'tools'. 
With DEEP Germany, I can support various educational 
projects together with friends and colleagues. While it 
is not my strength to engage in teaching myself I can  
contribute through organizational, administrative and 
'management' aspects. I am very thankful to be part of 

DEEP Germany and everyone we are connecting with! I 
believe that the network of the global DEEP Network 

with all its like valued people at so many different 
places has a truly huge potential. And the projects that I 

could engage in so far and everything that was and is 
related to them contributes so much to my own 

learning and understandings and it fills my life with 
light. This is why I wish to increase my engagement 

within DEEP and educational peace work throughout 
my whole life. 

 
 

What’s really funny about yourself? 
 

Once a lion peed on my face. 
I have to say, that this hurts so much! Physically... I cried 
like a little baby and I am sure the lion was pissed too... 

but I do have to smile if I think back... 
 

Anything else you would like to share with other DEEP
members? 

 
I would love to hear more about all the various 

members and all the DEEP projects that are happening. 
Maybe we could e.g. start an interactive online project 
that visualizes all members (who would agree) and all 
projects on one global map. In order to have a united 

structure, we could maybe provide a mask of questions 
or a specific set of information to present. And at the 
end maybe the project could lead to exchanges and 

personal meetings, regional as well as as one global unit. 


